
15th annual

BENEFIT  
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
OCTOBER 27, 2019

2005 Children’s Equitation Center

2006 Bay State Equine Rescue

2007 Pioneer Valley Therapeutic Riding Association

2008 Central New England Equine Rescue

2009 Bay State Equine Rescue
2010 Blue Star Equiculture Draft Horse Sanctuary

2011 Blue Star Equiculture Draft Horse Sanctuary

2012 Bay State Equine Rescue

2013 Blue Star Equiculture Draft Horse Sanctuary

2014 Central New England Equine Rescue

2015 Bay State Equine Rescue

2016 Blue Star Equiculture Draft Horse Sanctuary

2017 MSPCA at Nevins Farm

2018 Central New England Equine Rescue

2019 Blue Rider Stables Thereapeutic Programs

The Massachusetts Horse Benefit began in 2005 to
raise money for the Children’s Equitation Center.
Since then, the event has raised more than $71,000 
for local nonprofit organizations. 

TITLE SPONSOR 
• Full-page (cover) ad in keepsake event program
• Before and after event coverage in Massachusetts Horse
and on Facebook to our 5,500+ followers 

• Half-page color ad in Massachusetts Horse magazine
• Samples and promotional materials in participant bags
Cost to sponsor: 25 prizes valued at a total of $1,500

GOLD MEDAL SPONSOR
• Full-page ad in keepsake event program
• Before and after event coverage in Massachusetts Horse
and on Facebook to our 5,500+ followers

• Quarter-page color ad in Massachusetts Horse magazine
• Samples and promotional materials in participant bags
Cost to sponsor: 15 prizes valued at a total of $900

BLUE RIBBON SPONSOR
• Half-page ad in keepsake event program
• Before and after event coverage in Massachusetts Horse
and on Facebook to our 5,500+ followers

• Eighth-page color ad in Massachusetts Horse magazine
• Samples and promotional materials in participant bags
Cost to sponsor: 10 prizes valued at a total of $600

DIVISION SPONSOR
• Division named for your business in all promotional
materials
• Half-page ad in keepsake event program
• Samples and promotional materials in participant bags
Cost to sponsor: two $75 gift certificates

SILVER SPONSOR $100
• Sponsorship printed in event program

CLASS SPONSOR $49
• Sponsorship printed in event program

SUPPORTING SPONSOR $29
• Sponsorship printed in event program

THE 2019 BENEFICIARY IS:

BlueRider.org



Massachusetts Horse Benefit
Advertising and Sponsorship Contract for October 27, 2019

name ________________________________________________ company name _______________________________________

address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

phone _____________________________  email___________________________________ website _______________________

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE ____________________________________________ (advertiser/sponsor)   DATE _____________

OFFICIAL EVENT SPONSORSHIP: 

Sponsorships include mention in the keepsake event program, press releases, and public service announcements. 

(All sponsorship contracts must be received by October 20, 2019 in order to be included in the keepsake event program.)

m title sponsor (donation of $1,500 in prizes)    m gold medal sponsor (donation of $900 in prizes)

m blue ribbon sponsor (donation of $500 prizes) m division sponsor (donation of $150 gift certificate)

m $100 silver sponsor m $49 class sponsor m $29 supporting sponsor

OFFICIAL EVENT PROGRAM ADVERTISING: 

Deadline for ad copy and art October 20, 2019. We are happy to design an ad for you at no extra cost.

m full page $200                m 1/2 page  $100                m 1/4 page $50      

m inside front cover $350               m inside back cover $350              m back cover $400 

full page measures 4.75" wide x 7.5" high

1/2 page 4.75" w x 3.7"h

1/4 page 2.25" w x 3.5" h

PAYMENT: 
Please make all checks payable to Massachusetts Horse Benefit.

Mail with a copy of this contract to:

Massachusetts Horse Benefit, 99 Bissell Rd., Williamsburg, MA 01096. 

Thank you your support!
99 Bissell Rd., Williamsburg, MA 01096  • text: (413) 268-3302  •  mahorse.com • info@mahorse.com



In 1911 Germany, a group of expres-
sionist artists sought freedom from the
societal expectations and conventions

that had been placed on art for centuries.
For Wassily Kandinsky, Franz Marc, and
other visual artists, this break with tradi-
tion took the
form of blue 
horses. The
horse and the
color blue car-
ried heavy sym-
bolic value: the
painters aimed
to express
spirit-ual
and mythi-
cal aspects
of art im-
portant to
them. 
Using 
abstraction,
experimen-
tation, and
intuition,
members of the movement known as Der
Blaue Reiter (the Blue Rider) opened up
modes of artistic expression to allow for
imagination. 

Since 1991, a similar revolution has
been taking place in the Berkshires at
Blue Rider Stables. Founder Charles
“Chip” Carlson III, an artist himself, has
carried the ideals of the German expres-
sionists to his stable, creating a place
where people can interact with horses in a
more flexible, liberated way. The result is
a harmonious environment in which a
deep connection between horse and
human mutually heals and empowers.

Anything Is Possible
The beginnings of the program were small
but promising. With four horses and ten
riders, the operation took root on leased
land. The belief that everyone has the
ability to ride and experience horses was
the foundation of the therapy program
Chip set out to establish, and that philoso-
phy has prevailed.

It was this belief, and the alternative
approaches Blue Rider Stables had been

using to make the vision a reality, that en-
ticed Christine Sierau. Christine is now
the executive director of the program,
and under her guidance Blue Rider has
grown to its current impressive status at
home in South Egremont. With the help

of some 40 volunteers a year, 100 therapy
students connect with 16 equines on a reg-
ular basis; 400 riders are touched by the
program through a combination of les-
sons, camps, and workshops.

Christine’s view that anything is possi-
ble with perseverance and dedication
stems from her upbringing. People with
special needs were a part of her life early
on, as her parents ran the Camphill Vil-
lage residential program for special-needs
adults. She witnessed how lives could be
enriched, and what the people were capa-
ble of. Christine notes the sense of inclu-
sion she developed: “They were never
labeled when we lived with them, they
were just part of our lives.”

Christine’s own interest in horses was
something her parents encouraged and
fostered, despite some early obstacles. “I
had asthma when I was little, and my par-
ents were told to keep me away from hay,
animals, and dust — all the triggers that
would cause a reaction,” Christine remem-
bers. “My parents let me have animals,
and I found the horses down the street to
work with. My parents helped me through

each asthma attack. My dad told me again
and again that when one puts one’s mind
to something, anything is possible.”

With this tenacity instilled in her,
Christine went on to be an accomplished
equestrian. As a teenager, she became a

North American
Riding for the
Handicapped–
accredited 
therapeutic-
riding instructor
at Chef Center,
Michigan. Then,
she spent a com-
bined 17 years in
England and
Germany, where
she received a
thorough educa-
tion in horse
training, stable
management,
and breeding. As
a result, she
earned certifica-

tion as an assistant trainer as well as a stud
assistant degree. In addition to this classi-
cal training in horsemanship, she was ex-
posed to holistic methods: that is,
examining the interconnectedness of
horses and humans, and how they work to-
gether as a whole. It’s this approach that
she uses to teach and inspire at Blue Rider
Stables today. 

Holistic Environment
The sense of seamless interconnection be-
tween human and equine is present in
every aspect of Blue Rider Stables, starting
with the way the animals live. The horses
are allowed freedom of movement, and
wander about the open facilities, interact-
ing with each other and their human com-
panions in a comfortable, relaxed way. The
integration eliminates any need for domi-
nance, instead creating a safe, respectful
space of mutual education.

The mutual horse and human rela-
tionship is at the core of Blue Rider’s mis-
sion. Just as many of the students come to
the stables for a therapeutic experience, a
number of the equines arrive as rescue
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Participants and volunteers in the Blue Rider Stables Circus. 

All in the Smiles
South Egremont



cases, having been through some neglect
or hardship of their own. Becoming part
of the Blue Rider program enables them
to engage in a healing process as well, tak-
ing comfort in and learning from their
human companions. 

One beloved horse, Rose, came to
Blue Rider after her owner became ill and
could no longer care for her. At first, Rose
had a difficult time adjusting to herd life
and suffered from depression. Near blind-
ness and arthritis created physical obsta-
cles, but she discovered her place within
the community and now contributes what
she can as a lesson and therapy horse.

Elizabeth Kasevich, a rider engaged
in the program, took a special interest in
Rose and played a significant role in heal-
ing the disheartened mare, just by quietly
offering companionship. “For about two
months I visited Rose every day, and for
most of that time I stood in the pasture,
just near her,” Elizabeth says. “You could
not imagine my joy when one day as I
walked toward Rose she looked at me and
then watched me until I came up to her.
She sniffed at my clothes and out-
stretched hand and then continued to
eat. Eventually, she expected me to come
close to her. She even allowed me to pat
her, and to lean against her. Soon we
were sharing our love.”

With Christine’s guidance, Elizabeth
has experienced healing of her own
through equine relationships. Learning
to ride later in life, Elizabeth needed to
combat several emotional obstacles be-
fore she could be a confident rider.
“Christine spent so much time with me.
She never gave up on me, and helped me
get over my fears,” Elizabeth says. “At
Blue Rider, I was taught how to use my
body correctly, and how to become intu-
itive with the horses. I’ve gained so many
life lessons.”

Elizabeth’s is just one of the many
success stories that have come out of the
Blue Rider program. Recently, the stable
held its 19th-annual circus, in which 34
riders showcased their abilities on horse-
back. On display were the many aspects of
horsemanship Blue Rider teaches —
vaulting, team drills, bareback jumping,
dressage routines — and all ages and lev-
els of riding were well represented. The
enthusiasm, dedication, and courage of
both human and equine participants  de-
livered the Blue Rider message in a pow-
erful way.

Christine witnesses such triumphs
every day, and they still move her: “They
keep me going every day,” she says. “To
see someone who can only sit in a wheel-
chair get to move and control his envi-
ronment, to see someone paralyzed with
the fear of animals smiling while on a
horse, to hear the words of a mute stu-
dent, to see a horse that didn’t want to be
touched reach for the hand of a person:
every day is a little miracle.”

Support
Blue Rider Stables wants to give everyone
a chance to ride, and provides scholar-
ships to those in need. Last year almost
$10,000 was awarded, enabling students
who otherwise couldn’t afford the ex-
pense to keep riding. 

To ensure that the miracles occur
daily, the not-for-profit organization relies
on donations. There are several ways to
give to the program; visit bluerider.org to
see how to help. 

The fund-raising effort put forth by
the Blue Rider community also con-
tributes significantly to the stable. More
than $28,000 was raised last year, all ear-
marked for maintenance of the facilities
and care of the animals. A recent fund-
raiser took place at the circus: a jug made
its way through the crowd, in support of a
necessary surgery for the blind lesson
horse, Rhythm. The response was over-
whelming. 

This year’s biggest fund-raiser will
take place during the Blue Rider Stables
Fun Day, on August 24. The event, at
French Park in North Egremont, will
have pony rides, wagon rides, music,
food, games, and a silent auction. Chris-
tine and the Blue Rider community wel-
come everyone to come and learn what
the program is all about, and to have a
wonderful and relaxing day.

Lots of hard work and support go on
behind the scenes at Blue Rider Stables,
and Christine says it’s repaid in the form
of students’ joy. “It’s all in the smiles,” she
says. “As long as we have something to
offer, we want to continue to do what we
do well — mediate between equine and
human.”

For information on upcoming events and how to vol-
unteer and donate, visit bluerider.org.

Subscribe
Today!

mahorse.com


